
Mathematics Chapter 4 TIPS J  
 

There are ten frames on the last page to print & use at home!  
Chapter Question: How do you solve subtraction problems. 
 

Vocabulary: USE THESE WORDS WHEN YOU EXPLAIN YOUR WORK! J  
Count back: to count backward from a given number 
Review Words 
Difference: the answer in a subtraction problem 
Subtract or Take Away: to take away objects from a group or to compare groups 
Subtraction sentence: a number sentence where one number is subtracted from another  
 
Lesson Tips: 
4.1 The objective for this lesson is to count back 1, 2, or 3 as a strategy to subtract. Using a 
number line (NO fingers), start at the first number, move your finger backwards towards zero the 
provided number, and end on the difference.  
For example, 5 – 1 = ___ 
Start on 5. Count back 1. The difference is 4.  
 
4.2 This lesson recalls addition facts to subtract numbers within 20.  
For example, what is 9 – 4? 
 Think: 4 + ____ = 9 
 (Using a number line, start at 4. Count on ___ spaces until you reach 9. 
 How many spaces did you count on? 5!) 
 So, 4 + 5 = 9  
 Thus, 9 – 4 = 5 (Start at 9. Count back 4. The difference is 5.) 
 
4.3  Let’s use addition as a strategy to subtract numbers within 20! In this lesson, pay attention 
to the three numbers used in the addition sentence. Those three numbers will be used in the 
subtraction sentence. The sum from the addition sentence is the whole number you begin with in the 
subtraction sentence.  
Example: What is 8 – 6? (Think of an addition fact to help you subtract.) 



 Use  6 + 2 = 8 
So   8 – 6 = 2 (Notice the same numbers used in the addition sentence are used in the 
subtraction sentence.) 

 
4.4 We’re making ten as a strategy to subtract! Use your ten frame. 
     
       
  
Example: 13 – 9 = _____ 
Start at 9.  (Draw nine red circles in the ten frame.) 
Count up 1 to make 10. (Draw one yellow circle in the ten frame.) 
Count up 3 more to 13. (Draw three yellow circles below the ten frame.) 
You have countered up 4! 
So, 13 – 9 = 4 
 
4.5  In this lesson, subtract by breaking apart to make a ten. 
     
       
  
Example: Tom had 14 pennies. (Draw a total of 14 circles into the ten frames.) 
He gave 4 pennies to his sister. (Circle and cross off the 4 circles in the second ten frame.) 
How many pennies does Tom have now? 14 – 4 = 10 
4.6 This section is about using counters in ten frames to show your work. Make ten frames at 
home and coins, small objects, or small pieces of construction paper in 
the place of counters.  
     
        
 Questions to ask to solve the problem: What do I need to find? What information do I need to use? 
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